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WHAT IS THE CEAS ?
the council of european aerospace societies (ceas) is an International
non-Profit asso ciation, with the aim to develop a framework within which
the major aerospace societies in europe can work together.
It presently comprises twelve full  Member socie ties: 3af (france), aIae
(spain), aIdaa (Italy), dGlr (Germany), ftf (sweden), haes (Greece),
nVvl (netherlands), Psaa (Poland), aaar (romania), raes (united
Kingdom), sVfw (switzerland), tsaGI (russia); one associate Member:
czaes (czech republic); and four corporate Members: esa, euroaVIa,
laeta (Portugal) and VKI (Belgium).
following its establishment as a legal entity conferred under Belgium law,
this association began its operations on January 1st, 2007.
Its basic mission is to add value at a european level to the wide range of
services provided by the constituent Member societies, allowing for
 greater dialogue between the latter and the european institutions,
 governments, aerospace and defence industries and academia.
the ceas is governed by a Board of trustees, with representatives of
each of the Member societies.

Its Head Office is located in Belgium: 
c/o DLR – Rue du Trône 98 – 1050 Brussels.
www.ceas.org

WHAT DOES CEAS 
OFFER YOU ?
KnowledGe transfer:
• a well-found structure for technical committees

hIGh-leVel euroPean conferences

• technical pan-european events dealing with specific disciplines and
the broader technical aspects

• the ceas european air and space conferences: every two years, 
a technical oriented confe rence, and alternating every two years also,
a Public Policy & strategy oriented conference 

PuBlIcatIons:
• Position/discussion papers on key issues
• ceas aeronautical Journal 
• ceas space Journal
• ceas Quarterly Bulletin
• aerospace events calendar – www.aerospace-events.eu

relatIonshIPs at a euroPean leVel:
• european commission 
• european Parliament
• asd (aerospace and defence Industries association of europe), easa

(european aviation safety agency), eda (european defence agency),
esa (european space agency),  eurocontrol

• other european organisations

euroPean ProfessIonal recoGnItIon:
• directory of european Professionals

honours and awards:
• annual ceas Gold Medal to recognize outstanding achievement
• Medals in technical areas to recognize achievement

YounG ProfessIonal aerosPace foruM

sPonsorInG

THE CEAS 
MANAGEMENT
BOARD

It Is structured as  follows:

• General functions:  President, director
General, finance, external relations &
Publications, awards and Membership.

• two technical Branches:
– aeronautics Branch
– space Branch

each of these two Branches, composed of
specialized technical committees, is placed
under the authority of a dedicated chairman.

the offIcers of the Board In 2015:

President: fred abbink
f.j.abbink@planet.nl

Vice-President, finance: cornelia hillenherms
cornelia.hillenherms@dglr.de

Vice-President, Publications and external
relations: Pierre Bescond
pierre.bescond@laposte.net

Vice-President, awards and Membership: 
Kaj lundahl
klundahl@bredband.net

director General (including financial
Management): Mercedes oliver herrero
mercedes.oliver@military.airbus.com

chairman of the aeronautics Branch:
christophe hermans
christophe.hermans@dnw.aero

chairman of the space Branch: 
constantinos stavrinidis
constantinos.stavrinidis@esa.int

chairman of the Programme coordination
committee: Pierre Bescond
pierre.bescond@laposte.net

editor-in-chief of the ceas Quarterly Bulletin:
Jean-Pierre sanfourche
jpsanfourche@dbmail.com

Quarterly Bulletin, design & Page setting:
sophie Bougnon
sophie.bougnon1@sfr.fr
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CEAS MEMBER SOCIETIES

CEAS MEMBER SOCIETIES: FULL, ASSOCIATE, CORPORATE

FULL MEMBERS:

Association Aéronautique 
et Astronautique de France (3AF)
6,rue Galilée – f-75016 Paris
tel.: + 33(0) 1 56 64 12 30 – www.3af.fr
President: Michel scheller
General Delegate: Jacques sauvaget 
jacques.sauvaget@aaaf.asso.fr
Secretary General: Gilles Marcoin
CEAS Trustees: Pierre Bescond 
pierre.bescond@laposte.net
and Jacques sauvaget 
Executive Secretary : anne Venables
secr.exec@aaaf.asso.fr
Event Coordination: alexa faucher
alexa.faucher@aaaf.asso.fr
sophie Videment: sophie.videment@aaaf.asso.fr

Asociación de Ingenieros Aeronáuticos
de España (AIAE)
coIae. francisco silvela 71, entreplanta
28250 Madrid (spain)
tel.: + 34 91 745 30 30 
ceas@coiae.es - www.coiae.es
President: Ms estefania Matesanz romero
Vice-President: Mrs Mercedes oliver-herrero
Mercedes.oliver@military.airbus.com
CEAS Trustees: Mrs Mercedes oliver-herrero
Ms estafenia Matesanz romero
Secretary: info@coiae.es

Associazione Italiana di Aeronautica e
Astronautica (AIDAA)
casella Postale 227 – I-00187 roma V.r.
tel / fax : + 39 06 883 46 460
info@aidaa.it – www.aidaa.it
President: Prof. leonardo lecce
leonardo.lecce@unina.it
Secretary General: Prof. cesari cardani
info@aidaa.it
CEAS Trustees: 
Prof. franco Persiani - università di Bologna
Via fontanelle 40 – I - 47 121 forli
franco.persiani@unibo.it
Prof. amalia ercoli finzi
Politecnico di Milano – Via la Masa 34
I - 20156 Milano
amalia.finzi@polimi.it
Secretary: daniela Vinazzza 
daniel@aidaa.it

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Luft-und
Raumfahrt Lilienthal-Oberth e.V. (DGLR)
Godesberger allee 70 – d- 53175 Bonn
tel.: + 49 228 30 80 50
info@dglr.de – www.dglr.de
President: Prof. rolf henke: rolf.henke@dlr.de
CEAS Trustees: dr cornelia hillenherms
cornelia.hillenherms@dlr.de
and Philip nickenig - philip.nickenig@dglr.de 
Secretary General: Philip nickenig 
Adm. Assistant: constantin rang
constantin.rang@dglr.de

Flygtekniska Föreningen (FTF) – Swedish
Society for Aeronautics and Astronautics
anna rathsman - ssc c/o rymdbolaget 
Box 4207 – se-171 04 solna
tel: +46-8-627 62 62
anna.rathsman@sscspace.com
President: captain roland Karlsson
st - Persgatan 29 5tr, se - 602 33 norrköping 
tel.: + 46(0)11 345 25 16
Mob.:+ 46 (0)705 38 58 06
rkrolandk@gmail.com
CEAS Trustees: – Kaj lundahl
wiboms väg 9 • se - 171 60 solna
klundahl@bredband.net
+46 8 270 264 – +46 703 154 969 (mob)

– Prof. Petter Krus : linköping university
se - 58183  linköping – petter.krus@liu.se
+46 13 282 792 – +46 708 282 792 (mob)
Secretary:
emil Vinterhav – sankt Göransgatan 135  
se-112 19 stockholm – tel.: +46 70 555 1869  
emil.vinterhav@gmail.com

Hellenic Aeronautical Engineers Society
(HAES)
3, Karitsi str. 10561 – Gr-10561 athens
Phone & fax (haes): +30-210 - 323 - 9158
working hours Phone:+30 22620-52334
Mob.:+30 697 997 7209
e-mail (haes): admin@haes.gr
President: Ioannis Vakrakos
vakrakos@otenet.gr
CEAS Trustees:
triantafyllos (akis) tsitinidis
ttsitinidis@haicorp.com
tony economopoulos – ae@otenet.gr

Nederlandse Vereniging voor
Luchtvaart techniek (NVvL)
c/o national aerospace laboratory
anthony fokkerweg 2 
nl- 1059 cM amsterdam
tel.: + 31 527 248 523 (secretariat)   
nvvl@nlr.nl – www. nvvl.org 
President and CEAS Trustee:
fred abbink – f.j.abbink@planet.nl
Secretary General and CEAS Trustee:
christophe hermans 
tel.: 31 527 248523
christophe.hermans@dnw.aero 

Polish Society of Aeronautics and
Astronautics (PSAA)
nowowiejska 24 – 00665 warsaw – Poland
President: Zdobyslaw Goraj
goraj@meil.pw.edu.pl
Phone: +48 - 22 - 685 1013
CEAS Trustees: Jacek rokicki
jack@meil.pw.edu.pl
Miroslaw rodzewicz – miro@meil.pw.edu.pl
General Secretary: andrzej Zyluk
Administrative Officer: agneszka wnuczek

Romanian Aeronautical & Astronautical
Association (AAAR)
220d Iuliu Maniu ave - 061126 Bucharest 6 -
romania, P.o. 76, P.o.B. 174 – www.comoti.ro 
President and CEAS Trustee : Valentin
silivestru valentin.silivestru@comoti.ro
CEAS Tustee: Ion fuiorea < ifuiorea@yahoo.com

Royal Aeronautical Society(RAeS)
no.4 hamilton Place – london
w1 J  7 BQ – united Kingdom
tel.:+ 44(0)20 76 70 4300
raes@aerosociety.com
www.aerosociety.com
President: air cdre Bill tyack
CEAS Trustees: emma Bossom
emma.bossom@aerosociety.com
david chinn – david.chinn@aerosociety.com
Chief Executive: simon luxmoore
tel.:+44(0)20 7670 4302
simon.luxmoore@aerosociety.com
Conf.&Events Manager: richard nicoll
conference@aerosociety.com

Schweizerische Vereinigung für
Flugwissenschaften/Swiss Association 
of Aeronautical Sciences (SVFW)
ruaG/aviation – seetalstrasse 175
Po Box 301 – ch-6032 emmen
tel.:+41 41 268 4049
www.svfw.ch

President and CEAS Trustee: dr Jürg wildi,
cto of ruaG – juerg.wildi@ruag.com
CEAS Trustee: dr Georges Bridel
a/o alr – Gotthardstr. 52 – ch-8002 Zurich
tel.: + 41 79 405 7645
georgesbridel@aol.com
georges.bridel@alr-aerospace.ch

Central Aerohydrodynamic Institute
Russian Aerospace Society (TsAGI)
1, Zhukovsky st. – Zhukovsky, Moskow region,
140 180, russian federation
tel.: +7(495) 556 - 41- 01
Chief Executive and CEAS Trustee: 
sergey l. chernyshev, d.sc.
ved@tsagi.ru – www.tsagi.com
CEAS Trustee: andrey shustov – shustov@tsagi.ru

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Associate Member: Czech Aeronautical
Society (CzAeS) 
faculty of Mechanical engineering/ 
dept aerospace
Karlovo namésti 13–121 35 Praha 2 (czech rep.)
Head of Department of Air Transport: 
daniel hanus – hanus@fd.cvut.cz
www.czaes.org

CORPORATE MEMBERS:

ESA
8-10, rue Mario nikis - f-75015 Paris
CEAS Trustees: constantinos stavrinidis 
www.esa.int

EUROAVIA 

Kluyverweg 1 - 2629 hs, delft, nl
President and CEAS Trustee: horatiu Goanta
EUROAVIA Representative: Jacqueline chindea
jacqueline.chindea@euroavia.eu 
Phone: +40 743 00 1578 – www.euroavia.eu

LAETA (Portugal)
CEAS Representative: Pr l.B. campos
ave rovisco Pais - lisboa
www.idmec.ist.utl.pt/laeta/

VKI (Belgium)
CEAS Trustees: dr tony arts 
chaussée de waterloo, 72 - B- 1640 rhode-st-
Genèse - www.vki.ac.be arts@vki.ac.be

SOCIETIES HAVING SIGNED A MOU WITH CEAS:

Académie de l'Air et de l'Espace (AAE)
1, avenue camille flammarion – f-31500 toulouse
www.academie-air-espace.com

American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics (AIAA)
1801 alexander Bell drive, reston, Va 20191
megans@aiaa.org – www.aiaa.org

Chinese Society of Astronautics (CSA)
Po Box 838 – 10830 Beijing, china (Prc)
Pr wang Jia – csa_space@yahoo.com.cn
www.csaspace.org.cn/

International Council of the
Aeronautical Sciences (ICAS)
President: dr-Ing. detlef Müller-wiesner
executive secretary: axel Probst
c/o dGlr – Godesberger allee 70 – d- 53175 Bonn
icas@icas.org – www.icas.org

Korean Society for Aeronautical and
Space Sciences (KSAS)
Prof. seung Jo Kim – Prof. In-seuck Jeung
enjis@snu.ac.kr – sjkim@snu.ac.kr
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EDITORIAL
11 FEBRUARY: ESA OPENS 2015 WITH 

A WONDERFUL RE-ENTRY VEHICLE TEST

The esa’s Intermediate eXperimental Vehicle (IXV)
 lifted off at 13:40 GMt on 11 february from europe’s

spaceport in Kourou, french Guiana, atop a Vega
rocket.

It was the second qualification flight of Vega, which so
demonstrated the reliability and flexibility of this new
launcher.

after having separated from Vega at 340 km altitude, it
continued its trajectory up to 412 km before descending.
the re-entry at 120 km altitude with a speed of 7.5 km/s
created the same conditions as those of a spacecraft retur-
ning from low earth orbit. then IXV glided through the
atmosphere until deployment of the parachutes to slow the
descent further allowing for a safe splashdown in the
Pacific ocean just west of Galapagos Islands, 100 minutes
after lift-off. Balloons kept IXV afloat while the recovery
vessel hurried to pick it up a couple of hours later. once
returned to noordwijk (nl) at esa/estec, IXV is going to
be dealt with detailed analyses.  

“This was a short mission with big impact”, said Giorgio
tumino, IXV project manager at esa.   

as a matter of fact, it is the first time europe has launched
and landed an unmanned space plane without wings but
instead features on aerodynamic shape to fly through the
atmosphere, with two flaps and four thrusters to autono-
mously steer it back to splashdown at a precise point. 
In addition to the knowledge acquired at system level, a
many basic new scientific and technology advances will
result from this flight, most notably:
– a more precise understanding of the hypersonic aero-

thermodynamics phenomena which induce changes in
aerodynamic behaviour;

– an advanced guidance, navigation  and control (Gnc)
system perfecting;

– Quite significant progresses in thermal protection and hot
structures.

the cutting-edge technology validated plus the upcoming
exploitation of the data  gathered during flight  from the 300
sensors (strain gauges, temperature and acceleration mea-

surements, Ir cameras) aboard the IXV are going to open
new opportunities for europe to develop ambitious plans in
space transportation: the results will feed the Programme
for reusable In-orbit demonstrator for europe – ‘PrIde’ –
the  objective of which is to acquire the capability of auto-
nomous re-entry with a view to developing a wide range of
space transportation applications including space planes,
reusable launcher stages, planetary probes and sample
return, cargo and crew transport vehicles.
and in addition, it is obvious that these new advances will

be reused outside the space area as well.
the IXV is the result of the industrial, technological and
scientific expertise of a consortium of around forty indus-
tries, research centres and universities in europe, therefore
the fair reward of an exemplary european co-operation. 

NB: A detailed IXV article will be published in the next CEAS
Quarterly Bulletin.
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In 2014 ceas has worked on the follo-
wing main subjects;
• ceas strategy 2015-2020
• Knowledge dissemination
• european links
• International relationships
• education and young people.

CEAS Strategy
In september 2015 it will be 10 years since the ceas
statutes and Bylaws were signed in hamburg.
It felt like a good idea to prepare the ceas strategy for
2015-2020 and present it on the next biennial ceas
conference in 2015.
to this purpose a draft letter was prepared to the
Presidents of the ceas Member societies with an annex
with questions related to the ceas strategy 2015-2020.
these were discussed and finalized during the ceas
Board of trustees meeting in June 2014. to discuss these
questions, I made dedicated visits to the presidents of the
raes, 3af, and dGlr. these visits provided valuable
background information about the opinions of these large
ceas Member societies on the values and special tasks
for ceas. a first result of the reactions of the ceas
Member society Presidents was provided on the Board of
trustees meeting in october.  

Knowledge dissemination
for the Icas 2014 congress in st Petersburg 10 ceas
Member societies provided over 375 papers. the papers
of the Icas 2014 congress will be openly made available
through the Icas website.
the ceas technical committees were active in preparing
and organizing a great number of specialist conferences:

• ceas specialist conferences on aeronautic subjects
were:
– 20th aIaa/ceas aac 2014: atlanta (usa) as part of

“aIaa aviation 2014”, 16-20 June 2014
– european rotorcraft forum erf 40: in southampton

(uK), 2 - 5 sep 2014
– 18th workshop ‘aircraft noise reduction by flow control

and active/ adaptive techniques’, Vilnius (lit), 25-26
sept 2014

– technical committee on aircraft design (tcad)
symposium on collaboration in aircraft design,
onera toulouse (f), 25-27 nov 2014

• ceas specialist conferences on space subjects were:
– 10th european space Power conference, april 2014,

noordwijkerhout (nl)
– 4th space Propulsion 2014 , May 2014, cologne (Ge)

– 42nd aerospace Mechanism symposium, May 2014,
Baltimore (usa)

– 9th Int. esa conf. on Guidance navigation and control,
June 2014, Porto (Po)

– 28th annual european space thermal analysis work -
shop, oct 2014, noordwijk (nl)

– workshop on additive Manufacturing for space
application, oct 2014, noordwijk (nl)

the ceas aeronautical and space Journals play an impor-
tant role in allowing authors in the nations of the ceas
Member societies to publish their papers in a peer-revie-
wed journal. of the ceas aeronautical Journal 4 issues
with 38 papers were published and of the ceas space
Journal 2 issues with in total 12 papers. this was made
possible by the great support and leadership of christophe
hermans (ceas Branch chief aeronautics) and
constantinos stavrinidis (ceas Branch chief space and
space Journal chief editor) and their technical committee
chairs and supporting staff, together with the invaluable
contribution of the aeronautical Journal chief editor rolf
henke.
and of the ceas Bulletin 4 quarterly Issues were publi-
shed. Jean-Pierre sanfourche (editor of the ceas Bulletin)
played an essential role in the realization of this important
“face of ceas”. the ceas Bulletin amongst others
contains interesting articles on actual aerospace subjects
and a listing of all important upcoming aerospace events
and conferences.
the ceas 2015 biennial conference, with the theme
“challenges of european aerospace”, to be held in delft 7-
11 september 2015 is being prepared.
over 230 abstracts were provided from authors from 26
nations. high ranking representatives from airbus, fokker,
estec, dutchspace, aea, airfrance/KlM, dlr, nlr,
acare, cleansky, sesar, eda, lVnl, tu-delft and
rnlaf have agreed to give keynote presentations. the
ceas Programme committee to assess and select the
papers was formed.
the ceas Gold award 2015 will be presented to dr-Ing
Joachim szodruch at the ceas 2015 conference.

European Links
• In July 2014 a meeting was held with the ceas Mou

partner académie de l’aéronautique et de l’espace (aae)
in Paris to discuss the aae-ceas cooperation. Items on
the agenda were the ceas strategy and the ceas 2015
agenda. aae will be part of the ceas 2015 Programme
committee and support the programme with presenta-
tions/papers.

• ceas, together with cIMne, ercoftac, euroMech
and euroturBo have developed a proposal for

CEAS ANNUAL REPORT 2014
By Fred Abbink, CEAS President
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european collaborative dissemination of aeronautical
research and applications (e-caero 2) to the european
commission. to discuss the new ceas strategy and the
link with the european commission as well as the e-
caero2 participation ceas has invited dr dietrich
Knoerzer to its Board of trustees Meeting in october. I
am very grateful to Pierre Bescond, (ceas Vice President
for external relations and Publications), who, assisted by
christophe hermans (ceas Branch chief aeronautics)
and Mercedes oliver-herrero (ceas director General) for
their great efforts that made the ceas contribution to e-
caero 2 possible and successful.

• as ceas President I was asked to become a Member of
the advisory Board, for the preparation of the eu
aerodays in london, october 2015. the first meeting of
the advisory Board was held in london in november.

• on december 10, I was invited as ceas President to give
a presentation on ceas. at this presentation the com-
mon interests of ceas and erea and the possibility to
make a ceas-erea Mou will be explored.

International Relationships
I am since a long time member of the Icas Programme
committee and since december 2014 also of the Icas
executive committee. this direct link enables an optimum
interaction between ceas and Icas. at the Icas 2014
congress in st Petersburg I was able to discuss the Icas-
ceas cooperation in the context of the Icas-ceas Mou.
furthermore it was possible to provide the ceas 2015
conference leaflet to all the attendees.
In the aIaa International activities committee in st
Petersburg it was possible to talk to the new executive
director of aIaa, dr sandra Magnus about the ceas-aIaa
Mou and provide her with information on ceas and ceas
2015.
as follow-up of the ceas Mous with Icas, aIaa, aae,
csa and Ksas it was decided to provide these organisa-
tions with versions of all new ceas Bulletins and
aeronautical and space Journals.
laeta (Portugal) became corporate Member.

Education and Young People
• ceas supports the links with the aerospace students

through its relation with euroaVIa. for euroaVIa
Jacqueline chindea is member of the ceas Board of
trustees. on May 13 christophe hermans gave a presen-
tation on ceas to the euroaVIa congress in delft.

• the ceas 2015 conference will be held at the aula
congress centre of the technical university delft.

• this will enable the aerospace students of the tu-delft
and of the aerospace division of the Inholland college to
easily attend the keynote lecture in the large auditorium.

• ceas is working on means to make the papers presen-
ted on its biennial conferences as well as of its specialist
conferences open available to students, young profes-
sionals and to its individual members. the Presidents of
the ceas Member societies strongly support this initia-
tive. the e-caero 2 eu project will also initiate activities

towards this objective, and incorporating the aerospace
related papers from other more broad conferences as
ercoftac, euroMech and euroturBo.

General
• In 2014 we have had two General assembly meetings in

2014 (Paris-Jan 16 and Brussels-dec 9) and five trustee
meetings (Paris- Jan 17, Brussels-March 4, noordwijk-
June 10, Brussels- 17 oct and Brussels-dec 9). at the
evening before the Paris General assembly the ceas
Gold award was presented by david Marshall to Mr louis
Gallois.

• we had to say goodbye and “thank you very much for all
you have contributed to ceas” to david Marshall and
Paul Bailey from the raes. david has served ceas
excellently as trustee Board Member and President in
2013. Paul Bailey served excellently for many years
trustee Board Member and a very capable Vice
President finance. ceas acknowledges the great ser-
vices to ceas they provided.

• I am grateful that cornelia hillenherms of dGlr was wil-
ling to succeed Paul Bailey in the function of VP finance.
we welcomed david chinn and emma Bossom as new
raes ceas trustees.

Because david is also head of unit and r&t coordinator
of the european defence agency (eda) the ceas link with
eda is strengthened.
• ceas made a first assessment of potential additional

european Member societies and corporate Members.
we could welcome to new Portuguese corporate
Member laeta.

• under the leadership of Kaj lundahl, ceas Vice
President awards and Membership the selection of the
recipient of the ceas Gold Medal 2015 was prepared
and executed.

• a new ceas technical committee on Integrated air
transport operations was founded by Prof ricky curran
and Prof Volker Gollnick. this brings the number of
aeronautical Branch technical committees to six:
– aero acoustics
– rotorcraft
– aero elasticity & structural dynamics
– Guidance, navigation and control
– aircraft design
– Integrated air transport operations

• ceas is preparing a new ceas website. thomas Vermin
has finalized the new website design and the testing by
the trustee Board Members has started.

I want to sincerely thank all the ceas trustees for their
support in 2014. a special thanks goes to Mercedes oliver-
herrero (and her employer airbus) for her outstanding work
as ceas General director and for her great support she
has given me.

Fred Abbink
CEAS President December 2014
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CEAS 2015: EVENT AT A GLANCE
Preparations for the CEAS 2015 Conference in Delft (The
Netherlands), to be held from 7 – 11 September 2015,
are well under way.
Inspiring and influential speakers have chosen the CEAS
2015 Conference to share perspectives that are relevant
to you and your organization. 

Plenary sessions

challenges for the european aeronautical Industry
• Jean Botti (cto airbus)
• hans Buethker (chairman & ceo fokker technologies)

challenges for european access to space
• franco ongaro (director tec & head esa-estec)
• arnaud de Jong (ceo airbus defense and space

netherlands)

challenges to the european airlines
• athar husain Khan (ceo association of european

airlines aea)
• Peter hartman (Vice-chairman Board of airfrance/KlM)

challenges in realizing a single european sky
• florian Guillermet (director sesar Ju)
• Paul riemens (ceo lVnl)

challenges to the european aerospace research 
and research Infrastructure
• eric dautriat (executive director cleansky)
• rolf henke (Member dlr executive Board, chairman

acare wG 5)
• Michel Peters (ceo nlr)

challenges to european aerospace education
• hester Bijl (dean tu-delft aerospace faculty

challenges to the european air Power in asymmetric
conflicts
• aIr cdre Peter round (director capability eda)

• lt-Gen sander schnitger (commander royal nether -
lands air force)

Technical sessions
the International Program committee, with representation
of 20 organizations, has reviewed the abstracts handed in.

200 technical papers will be presented by aero-
space scientists and engineers from 26 different
nations around the world to share and disseminate
the latest scientific knowledge and research in areas
like air transport , airworthiness, clean space,
collaborative engineering in system design, future
education and training needs, Virtual hybrid testing
in aeronautics , aircraft noise, aerodynamics,
future of the air combat systems in europe , aero
elasticity and structural dynamics, space
sustainability , aircraft handling / flight mechanics,
Greenhouse gas emissions, Guidance & navigation,
Modelling and simulation, Propulsion integration,
structures & Materials and unmanned aerial
Vehicles.

Conference panel: Future of Air Combat 
Systems in Europe 

Many experts in europe are concerned that, apart from the
British-french future combat air system demonstration
Program fcas dP, presently no plans are being made to
prepare the next generation of air combat systems beyond
eurofighter, rafale and Grippen. the f35 program,
although serving a number of air forces in europe, is us-
led and will not secure the future of the european air
combat industry. a number of studies have been conduc-
ted in recent years on this critical issue, such as the
“fast4europe” study by an industrial consortium led by
saaB and by the air and space academy’s as reflected in
the white paper “recommendations to avoid a strategic
downgrading of europe in the field of combat aviation”
(published at the end of 2013).
the panel will contain presentations from high level actors
in the field of air combat systems. the talks will address
current reflections in europe, the status of present and
future air combat systems across the world. 
the session will be moderated by Gerard Brachet, former
President of the académie de l’air et de l’espace/air and
space academy (2009-2012), current chairman of its
defense commission.

Workshops
the 12th european workshop on aircraft design education
(ewade) will be held during the ceas 2015 conference.
the workshop aims at enhancing collaboration between
european lecturers concerned with aircraft design and dis-
cuss aircraft design problems from a research and educa-
tion perspective (http://ewade.aircraftdesign.org/).
on 10 september 2015, the eu-funded project AFLoNext
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2nd generation active wing will organize a workshop as a
partner in the ceas 2015 conference. aflonext is a four-
year integrated project (level 2) with the objective of pro-
ving and maturing highly promising flow control technolo-
gies for novel aircraft configurations. More details will
come up soon! Meanwhile, feel free to visit our website
at www.aflonext.eu.

Project
eswIrP achievements will be presented at the ceas air &
space conference 2015.
the eswIrP project (http://www.eswirp.eu/) has been fun-
ded by the european framework Programme 7 to support the
integration of and access to research infrastructure of pan-
european interest. It has significantly enhanced the interope-
rability of 3 key world-class aeronautical wind tunnels, and
harmonized, improved and optimized the scientific access
conditions thereto: dnw-llf, etw and onera s1Ma.

a central element of the project, besides networking and
joint research activities, has been the transnational access
(tna), which has been provided to 4 consortia with a total
of more than 100 scientists from 17 different nations.

Welcome Reception
enjoy food and drinks and get to meet with your peers
during the reception in the delft Botanic Gardens. the
Gardens are at walking distance from the conference
venue.

Conference diner
romantic boating aboard the largest paddle steamer of
europe "de Majesteit" with its steam engines, giant
 paddles and cozy saloons. once welcomed on board of de
Majesteit you will enjoy the nostalgic atmosphere and the
conference diner, while cruising the impressive rotterdam
harbours.

The 3AF Prestige Evening held on 25 November in Paris has
been the occasion to bring together many actors of
Aeronautics and Space: military and civil personalities, indus-
try managers, technology experts and scientists. 
Army General Jean-Louis Georgelin, High Chancellor of the
Legion of Honour, did honour to the 3AF to participate in the
ceremony. 

the evening was brilliantly moved by Michel Polacco,
General secretary of radio france, journalist specialized in
defence and aerospace matters.

PRESNTATION OF THE BOOK: ‘3AF70 – SERVING THE
FRENCH AVIATION AND ASTRONAUTICS FOR 70 YEARS’

after the welcome speech delivered by President Michel
scheller, Bernard Vivier presented the history book ‘3AF70

– Serving the French aviation and astronautics for 70
years’ whose he had conducted the editorial coordination.

THE PRESTIGE EVENING OF THE FRENCH
ASSOCIATION OF AERONAUTICS AND 
ASTRONAUTICS TOOK PLACE ON 25 NOVEMBER
2014 AT PAVILLON DAUPHINE, PARIS 

A view of the 3AF prestige evening ‘Soirée des Etoiles’ which
took place on 25 November 2014 at Pavillon Dauphine in Paris

In the centre, Army General Jean-Louis Georgelin; on the right,
3AF President Michel Scheller and on the left Michel Polacco

On the right, Bernard Vivier exhibiting the book; on the left,
Michel Polacco 
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this luxurious book of 170 pages at 24x30 cm format,
abundantly illustrated, recounts the history of the 3af –
association aéronautique et astronautique de france –
from its origins in January 1945 until today. It is organised
around six main chapters:
1. a 70 years heritage association heritage of french

aviation and astronautics history
2. the 3af, the french aerospace learned society
3. disseminating knowledge and serving members more

closely

4. International action
5. serving the aerospace industry
6. Preparing for the future

To order the book: address a mail to
secr.exec@aaaf.asso.fr

PRIZE 2014 PRESENTATION

PART ONE
• Prizes presented by christian Mari, President of the

Prize attribution Jury:
• Young Professionals Prize to Pierre auzillon,

safran/snecma, and antoine durant, MBda
• success Prize to X3 Project team, airbus helicopters
• operations Prize to lt-col. christophe fontaine,

french air force
• sMe Prize to Poly-shape 
• aeronautics Prize to Prof. thierry Poinsot, cnrs
• astronautics Prize to laurent renaud, dassault

aviation   

PART TWO
• Prizes presented by General Jean-louis Georgelin:
• aeronautics Grand Prize to olivier Zarrouati, executive

Board’s President of Zodiac aerospace
• astronautics Grand Prize to thierry Michal, technical

director of onera
• aeronautics special Grand Prize to antoine Bouvier,

President and chief executive officer of MBda
• astronautics special Grand Prize to Jean-Jacques

dordain, director General of esa 
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THE WELCOME ADDRESS WAS DELIVERED BY JOSEF
KASPAR, EREA CHAIRMAN

dear ladies, dear Gentlemen, distinguished Guests,
friends,
I am really happy that I can welcome you at the occasion
of the erea annual event, here in Brussels. let me remind
few important moments for erea which happened during
this year – year of the future sKY daYBreaK.
Yes. one of the most important ideas which were brought
into reality was our flag ship - Joint research Initiative –
future sKY. we worked hard on this a many of months
and during this year we have achieved a great success.
first stage of the Joint research Initiative – future sKY
safetY - was approved by european commission and
launched. we have opened a new era in partnership deve-
lopment between research establishments, universities
and industrial players, where we raised our national interest
to european level, fully supporting european goals.
nowadays we are deeply working on further future sKY
pillars and we believe in successful erea participation in
other projects within horizon 2020.
erea as keystone of aerospace future in europe need to
play more and more important role in the development of
industrial solutions and international business. to support
it we take care of professional relations with european
organisations such as acare, asd, eda and easa.
aviation is not one man show it is global game and I think
that erea has also opportunities outside of europe. to
support this I realized number of meetings to make erea
more recognizable for industrial and political community.
about possible cooperation I discussed on the west side of
the world in us with Mike Beebe – governor of arkansas
and Marion Blakey - president and ceo of us aerospace
Industries association. In autumn I discussed rat coope-
ration on the east side of the world in china with Zhong
Mian, vicegovernor of sichuan province and industrial
representatives from the aviation cities chengdu,
Guanghan and Miayang.

why I think that we can provide aviation industry with
valuable offer?
Because our erea research establishments:
employ critical mass of experts - approximately 4 500 in
aviation and totally 9 500 in aerospace;
every year we expend approximately € 1.3 billion for rtd;
every year we disseminate our scientific and technical
results by 1 500 articles in worldwide refereed journals;
every year we protect more than 300 inventions by
patents.

this is our contribution to sustainable development techni-
cal intelligence and business in aviation worldwide.
aviation is a never ending human's dream, to enjoy the
space between the earth and the universe. erea works on
materialization of these dreams. we really love it… 
dear ladies, dear Gentlemen, I wish you a magic
christmas and a successful year 2015.

THE EREA (ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN RESEARCH ESTA-
BLISHMENTS IN EUROPE) ANNUAL EVENT WHICH TOOK
PLACE ON 9 DECEMBER 2014 AT THE STANHOPE HOTEL IN
BRUSSELS WAS A SPECIAL CEREMONY CELEBRATING THE
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THIS ASSOCIATION 

“

”

9 December 2014 evening in the reception room of the
Stanhope Hotel of Brussels: Josef Kaspar, EREA chairman,
delivering his welcome address before a large audience of
which the first ranks only appear on the photography.

Josef  KASPAR

Josef Kaspar was born in 1970
in the Czech Republic, perma-
nently resident in Prague.

Education:
he studied at czech technical
university in Prague, faculty of
Mechanical engineering, where he
specialized in aircraft design, pro-

ject management, financial management and intellec-
tual property management.

His current positions are:
– Board chairman and General director of VZlu -

aerospace research and test establishment.
– President of alV - association of the aviation

Manufacturers of the czech republic.
– chairman of erea.
– Member of General assembly of asd - aerospace

and defence Industries association of europe.
– Member of research and technology commission

of asd.
– Member of expert commission for technical

sciences and engineering (advisory Body of the
research and development council of the czech
Government).

– Presidium Member of aVo - czech association of
research organizations.
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY AIR COMMO-
DORE PETER ROUND, DIRECTOR
CAPABILITY, ARMAMENT & TECHNO-
LOGY, EUROPEAN DEFENCE AGENCY
(EDA)

thank you for inviting me to speak to you today. 
as an aviator myself, it is a pleasure to address this
audience of european aeronautics researchers, and I am
particularly looking forward to hearing of the innovations
from the winners of this year’s erea Young researchers
science slam.
I am sure many of you will be wondering what exactly eda
is and can do for you: something I hope to be able to ans-
wer over the next 15 minutes, with a particular focus on
how we facilitate technology development in the agency.
the european defence agency was established under a
Joint action of the council of Ministers on 12 July, 2004, "to
support the Member states and the council in their effort to
improve european defence capabilities in the field of crisis
management and to sustain the european security and
defence Policy as it stands now and develops in the future.

THE EDA’S FOUR FONCTIONS
the european defence agency is ascribed four functions,
covering: 
• developing defence capabilities;
• promoting defence research and technology;
• promoting armaments co-operation, 
• and creating a competitive european defence Industrial

Base.

the agency also supports Ministries of defence in their
interactions with other european institutions and keeps
them up-to-date regarding wider eu policies that have
implications for defence. 

eda provides a unique, tailored approach to capability
cooperation, turning member states’ requirements into
capabilities. we can, and do, start projects with only two
participating member states – although usually there are
many more. 
In order to maximise our effectiveness, we work with many
stakeholders, from those involved in capability develop-
ment (such as nato or occar); to our key partners in
coordinating military & civilian activity (such as the
european commission or the european space agency).
we coordinate with Industry through ‘the aerospace and
defence Industries association of europe (or asd)’. we
also have a number of administrative arrangements with
non-eu countries including norway, serbia and
switzerland which enable much work to be done together.
the agency may only employ some 130 staff. But through
various networks of national experts the agency currently
involves around 4,000 defence specialists organised in
Integrated development teams, and Project teams.
additionally, ad hoc working Groups comprised of natio-
nal experts can be formed for any given subject.
on the r&t side, eda moderates networking forums cal-
led captechs – about which more later - for experts from
government, industry, small and medium enterprises (sMe)
and academia to generate r&t projects to meet agreed
capability needs.

once a group of experts has been formed, the majority of
projects follow a typical lifecycle of collaboration with initial
scoping activities leading to agreed targets, which form the

”

“
Peter Round
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basis of the Programme arrangement’s common staff
requirements and Business case. the most successful
collaborative projects consider the entirety of a capability,
and make steps to address aspects such as training &
maintenance in a collaborative manner.
experience has also shown that those collaboration
 projects which identify a lead nation to take ownership
and drive the project forward are on the whole far more
successful.
last year saw some important tasking for the agency from
the european defence council of 19 december. that
defence was on the agenda at all was a significant step;
increasingly, it is at the mercy of developments in other eu
policy areas. 

FOUR MAJOR NEW CAPABILITIES
the council addressed defence across the full spectrum of
interlinked issues (policy, capabilities, operations and
industry) and endorsed four major new capabilities
 programmes (see page 11): remotely Piloted aircraft
systems (drones), air-to-air refuelling, cyber defence and
satellite commu nications. all but air-to-air refuelling are
civil-military in nature and will rely on dual-use technology.

> Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS)
drones (rPas) are an excellent example of how different
instruments in the eu framework can be used in a comple-
mentary manner to support defence. against a single
objective ‘ to actively support those Member states who
wish to set up a european-made, efficient and competitive
rPas capability which can be easily adapted for national
requirements’, sesar Joint undertaking together with
support from eurocontrol & eda are attempting to
answer the question “what has to be done to insert rPas
in the single european sky”. we are also working to agree
a set of requirements… which we stick to once set. on air-
worthiness, member states have now shared their certifica-
tion processes preparatory to drawing up harmonized
safety objectives… being ever-mindful of work being car-
ried out in parallel for civilian rPas. current rPas user
member states have also compiled lessons from operatio-
nal experience and exchanged information on training pro-
cesses. we expect member states to be in a position to
make tangible commitments by 2016. 

> Air-to-Air refuelling 

air-to-air refuelling is a critical enabler for air power pro-
jection. It is required for sustained air combat operations
yet europe can field only 42 aircraft of 10 different types;
this compares with the us count of over 550 aircraft of
merely 3 types. a major milestone was reached in early
september with the signature of a technical assistance
agreement between eda, Boeing and Italy. this agreement
allows eda to play a key role in the certification process by
facilitating data exchange for Kc767 certification.
on strategic tanker capability, currently, work is taking
place to analyse industrial responses to an rfI, assess-
ments of environmental and organizational issues, as well

as consideration of potential synergies with other pro-
grammes.

> Cyber Defence

on cyber defence, eda developed the cyber defence
research agenda to deliver a risk and gap analysis, indica-
ting which technologies will be required within a 10 year
timeframe, and how to make them available – in effect, a
research roadmap. In addition, a strong focus has been on
the human element of cyber defence – notably training
and exercises. training courses are being developed now
to address those areas highlighted in an analysis of cyber
defence training needs which eda conducted in consulta-
tion with various stakeholders. on the technology front,
eda is conducting a feasibility assessment for the better
detection and mitigation of advanced malware in military
networks known as advanced Persistent threat.

> Satellite Communication Capability 

on the GoVsatcoM programme, the common staff
target was recently presented to the eda capability
directors. It is the first milestone towards a comprehensive
programme for participating Member states that wish to
contribute to a future governmental satellite communica-
tion capability in the 2020-2025 timeframe. of note – this
work is not looking at the hardened Military satcoM,
which remains a national capability. europe’s next step will
be the programme preparation phase which will look at
aspects such as scope, time and cost & acquisition
regime. the goal will be to define the best value for money
on a solution able to fulfil defence needs.

> EDA will report on progress made against all these 4 projects
at the June 2015 Council meeting.

INDUSTRIAL BASE
the council also addressed the industrial base, recogni-
sing that ‘defence industry matters’. european defence
departments are facing the twin challenges of declining
budgets and rising security risks. as Barack obama said
during his visit this year to Brussels, “freedom does not
come for free”. there is a growing recognition that defence
industry cannot be taken for granted.
what does europe stand to gain by a strong defence
technical and Industrial Base?
well, industry is a driver for growth and innovation with an
impact on the wider european economy. today, european
defence industry generates about 4 hundred thousand
jobs and has an annual turnover of about € 100 billion.
then there are the numerous technological spill-overs to
the civilian domain such as Galileo – europe’s satellite
navigation system.

But europe will not be credible without the ability to pro-
duce cutting-edge next generation capabilities - capabili-
ties which very much rest on having a defence industry
which is able to innovate, provide cost-effective solutions
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(and compete) at a global level. and for that, industry
needs security of supply.

RESEARCH, CERTIFICATION & STANDARDISATION, 
SMEs, SECURITY OF SUPPLY
In the european council conclusions, a specific chapter
was dedicated to strengthening europe’s defence industry
and included work to be done in areas such as research,
certification and standardisation, sMes, and security of
supply.
so, what is eda’s role?
• eda is identifying those key industrial capabilities that

are crucial for the development of future capabilities,
paying particular attention to lower-tier suppliers in
eastern europe.

• eda is identifying r&t priorities and critical defence
technologies as well as looking into the prospects of
defence-related research at eu level – about which more
later on.

• eda provides tailored support to small/Medium
enterprises based on a dedicated action Plan and wider
supply chain action Plan. 

• and finally, we are facilitating access to european fun-
ding for dual-use research.

the defence industry in europe today is the product of
decades of past investment, but action by all players is
needed now to ensure that defence industry continues to
deliver the requirements of tomorrow.

EDA FACILITATES COOPERATION
eda facilitates cooperation, including by working on
enablers such as harmonising standards and certification
procedures. the benefits of these will be efficiencies and
economies for suppliers and customers alike. the financial
crisis is an incentive to cooperate in order to be more effi-
cient, but not an alibi to do more with less. 
cooperation is not a natural reflex; this is why the call by
the council on working on pooled acquisition and non-dis-
torting fiscal incentives is so important. 
among the priority Pooling & sharing projects are air-to-air
refuelling, the helicopter training Programme, maritime
surveillance, and the eu satcoM market.
In order to ensure a systematic approach, a “code of
conduct on Pooling & sharing” is followed. the code
comprises a series of actions to support cooperative
efforts of eu Member states to develop defence capabili-
ties, and embed them in Member states’ planning and
decision-making processes. they are to be implemented
on a national and voluntary basis, in line with defence poli-
cies of Member states.
the key is to ensure complementarity and not duplication.
whilst ‘Pooling & sharing’ is an eu approach driven by
Member states, in which eda acts as a facilitator, eda
also maintains a continuous dialogue with nato to avoid
duplication of effort.
earlier this year Jane’s defence weekly ran an important
article entitled ‘learning to share’. the report was optimis-
tic: whilst acknowledging that progress had been slow and

there was a long way to go, it was recognised that both
eda and nato were beginning to make progress in military
capability cooperation… and through careful and on-going
collaboration, both were avoiding duplication of efforts. as
a nato source told the magazine: everything's being care-
fully parcelled out between us… we do this, you do that.

THE CAPABILITY TECHNOLOGIES AND THE CAPABILITY
DEVELOPMENT PLAN (CDP)
as I mentioned earlier, eda organises its r&t priorities in
different expert groups called capability technologies
(commonly known as captechs). each of our captechs
focusses on particular technologies associated with diffe-
rent military domains.
the captechs aim is to propose r&t activities in response
to agreed capability needs and to generate projects accor-
dingly. how do we derive agreed capability needs? well,
the european reference which enables an objective
assessment of capabilities and requirements needed for
common security and defence Policy operations in the
future is the eu capability development Plan (cdP). 
the cdP is not a ‘Plan’ in the traditional sense, describing
the number of units or the amount of equipment Member
states should have at their disposal. rather it provides a
view of future capability needs, taking into account the
impact of future security challenges, technological deve-
lopment and other trends. 
a major revision to the Plan was published this autumn.
Both participating Member states and the various stakehol-
ders in Brussels contributed at all stages of development.

The substance of the CDP Revision includes:
• a new assessment of shortfalls within the headline Goal

Process.
• future capability trends, for which a war-gaming exer-

cise was conducted with Member states to validate the
findings – a novel approach for this kind of long term
work.

• revitalisation of the collaborative database (codaBa)
on Member states’ plans and programmes and integra-
tion into the cdP.

• and finally, important work has been done in the domain
lessons from operations, something which constitute a
“reality – check” of the findings.

all the cdP strands culminated in a list of capability deve-
lopment priorities, which – together with the output of the
european council - will inform the agency’s work into the
future.
whilst there is a list of some 16 cdP Priority actions, those
of particular interest to this audience are gaining informa-
tion superiority through rPas, enabling expeditionary ope-
rations through inter-theatre air capabilities, and develo-
ping the cross-cutting driver of space-based information
systems.
of course, just because Member states have identified an
area as one needing priority action at european level does
not mean that it is easy to launch initiatives to address the
capability improvements needed.
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FACILITATING TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 
AT EUROPEAN DEFENCE LEVEL
I promised at the start that before I finished I would focus
on how the agency facilitates technology development at
a european defence level.
we are already seeing benefits from a recent internal reor-
ganisation which has moved capability development into
the same area as technology. 
whilst eda r&t projects are currently funded on an ad-hoc
basis by member states, the r&t planning process itself is
evolving. In the short term, the cdP priority actions will
feed into r&t prioritised goals, as will the critical defence
technologies list (or ‘cdt’) which was endorsed by eda’s
r&t directors this year.
the most significant change introduced by the cdP revi-
sion in the medium to long term is the Preparatory action.
the scope of the Preparatory action is currently being defi-
ned by the commission and eda along with other stakehol-
ders, and has the potential to provide potentially significant
funding at an eu level for r&t with an explicit link to
capabilities. there is a balancing act to be achieved here;
we need to focus on the short term delivery of the goals set
by the european council on security & defence, whilst
keeping in mind that the Preparatory action will require us
to engage in major strategic activity.

android have a slogan ‘together, not the same’. It’s a
strong message, which applies as equally to the Member
states of the european union, as it does to mobile phone
apps. as a facilitator of cooperation within europe, the
agency can help tie together many disparate capability
needs right from the first investigations into available tech-
nology. we truly are ‘stronger together’, to finish with the
agency’s motto.
thank you for your time.

PRESENTATION OF THE WINNERS OF THE AREA YOUNG
RESEARCHERS SCIENCE SLAM 2014 AND EREA AWARD
FOR BEST PAPER

for the third consecutive time, onera – french aerospace
lab – has received the erea award for best scientific
paper. the subject of the paper is:
‘Viscous-plastic constitutive equations of combustion

chamber materials including cyclic hardening and dyna-

mic strain aging’

the authors are: 
• J.-l. chaboche, a. Gauber, and P. Kanouté from onera;
• a. longuet, from safran Group snecma Melun-

Villaroche;
• f. azzouz and M. Mazière, from Materials centre – Mines

Paris tech.

CEAS GOLD AWARD MEDAL CEREMONY

ceas PresIdent fred aBBInK receIVed froM the
hands of daVId Marshall the ceas Gold award
Medal.
responding to the presentation and congratulations mes-
sage expressed by david Marshall, former ceas President
and former raes President, fred abbink delivered the fol-
lowing speech: 

ladies and Gentlemen,
first of all I want to thank the people who nominated me
for this prestigious ceas award. I consider it a great privi-
lege to receive this ceas award, especially looking at the
former recipients.

I was lucky to be born at the end of the second world war
and to grow up in a time period of great dutch and
european aerospace developments. 
working at the netherlands national aerospace laboratory
nlr for 40 years, I could become involved in the esa
spacelab project, in the nlr-nasa cooperation on advan-
ced atM and in the fokker 100 and fokker 50 pro-
grammes.  It was great to be able to teach as part-time
professor, aircraft instrumentation and avionics from 1981
till 1998 at the technical university of delft and to work
with the highly motivated and talented aerospace students.

But it was a special pleasure to work in the european and
transatlantic research cooperation programs. to meet
and work with so many highly qualified researchers and
engineers from so many countries. In the nato aGard
flight Mechanics Panel and later in the nato research
and technology Board, in the Garteur helicopter Group
of responsible Members and later in the Garteur
executive committee, in the erea Programme committee
and facilities committee, in the eu framework pro-
grammes (from Brite euram in the 2nd fwP in 1990, till the
writing of eu Vision 2020 for the 7th framework pro-
gramme),  in the dlr-nlr dnw wind tunnel cooperation,
the european wind tunnel Project etw, in the bilateral
dlr-nlr research programmes and the founding of at-
one,  and after my retirement in dec 2009, the european
cooperation in clean sky and sesar. 
and finally I had the opportunity to work with the world
wide aeronautical societies in the council of aeronautical
sciences (Icas)   and since 2010 also in the council of
european aerospace societies (ceas).
since the 1950’s france, Germany, Italy, the netherlands,
Belgium  and luxemburg founded the european coal and
steel community and later the european economic
community, europe has come a great way.
we have now a single european Market and many of us
enjoy the privilege of a single european currency. we enjoy
the ease of travel throughout the eu.

europe has also obtained a great position and a great
potential in aerospace. 

“

”
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there are many excellent examples of european coopera-
tion and sometimes even integration:
– european cooperation and integration in space through

esa with excellent examples of european space-based
weather forecasting, navigation and surveillance through
euMetsat, Galileo and GMes;  

– Industrial european aerospace consolidation and coope-
ration, providing high quality export products and
european access to space through airbus and
arianespace;

– harmonizing eu defence capabilities and technology
through the european defence agency (eda);

– defining and developing the future european air traffic
Management at the upper airspace through eurocon-
trol;  

– Joint european certification and safety cooperation
through easa;

– european coordination and integration of large aeronau-
tical research programmes through the eu framework
Programmes, clean sky and sesar;

– european wind tunnel cooperation through dnw and
etw; 

– european cooperation of the research establishments
through erea.

that is all very necessary but maybe not sufficient. as an
example our three military fighter programmes (eurofighter,
rafale and Gripen) shows that steps have to be made. In
the field of european military capability much improvement
can be made.
the rest of the world tries to strengthen its position. 
If we look at the developments in the usa, canada, china,
Brazil, India and russia it is obvious that europe can main-
tain its safety and high standard of living only if we can main-
tain excellent education, joint research and technology deve-
lopment and the most efficient production technologies.
we should maximally support our airline’s industry, have a
single european sky and united, effective and efficient air
navigation service Provision. also we could further
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of our military
programs and operations. hopefully europe will be able to
reach these requirements. we have come a long way since
the end of world war 2, but we still have a long way to go.

Maybe one day we will come as far as the first us
President George washington stated in the 18th century;
“someday, following the example of the united states of
america, there will be a united states of europe” and what
was said by one of the eu founding fathers “winston
churchill” in his famous speech at the university of Zurich
on 19 sept 1946: “we must build a kind of united states of
europe”. In 1950, churchill called for the creation of a
european army “[…]under a unified command, and in
which we should all bear a worthy and honourable part”. 
Maybe one day we will have our single european sky with
a single european air navigation service Provider, a single
european airline, a single europe air force, a single
european aerospace research establishment and a single

european aerospace society. 
when that day has come, many things that are now still
fragmented can become further united to strengthening of
the european Industry and of the european global policy
enforcement to the benefit of all people in europe.

ladies and Gentlemen let me conclude:
It is a great privilege to have been able to work in so many
european aerospace programs and organizations, to pro-
mote european aerospace cooperation and to get stu-
dents and young professionals enthusiastic for aerospace
and european cooperation.
I consider myself very lucky to have been living in a time
with so many opportunities and to have been able to
contribute. and I like to thank you all for this prestigious
ceas award. 
and it is especially great to receive this award among so
many erea and ceas friends.

thank you very much for providing me with this great
ceas honour.

Fred Abbink
Brussels. December 9, 2014

On the left David Marshall presenting the CEAS award 2014
to Fred Abbink, on the right.

From left to right: Christophe Hermans, Fred Abbink and 
David Marshall.

”
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2014 has been a very challen-
ging year for easa and for avia-
tion safety in general. the
disappearance of Mh370, the
dramatic accident of  Mh17, the
radar interferences over central
europe and the near mid-air col-
lisions over the Baltic sea have
reminded us that safety can
never be taken for granted.
the safety of flying passengers

is at the core of easa’s role. this is precisely why the
agency made a number of proposals in 2014:
– technical solutions for flight tracking, Voice recorders

and underwater location devices in line with the frame-
work set by the International civil aviation organisation
(Icao),

– to build a european alert system to assess, qualify and
share the information available in order to help airlines
perform their risk-assessment when flying over conflict
zones,

– a new technical approach to controller-pilots communi-
cation via data-link, in order to solve the current opera-
tional problems .

– a comprehensive investigation report on the radar inter-
ferences situation of last summer.

safety first is also the reason why easa has adopted a
new approach towards General aviation in order to change
fundamentally the way the sector is regulated and over-
seen in europe.

In 2014, we certified the airbus a350 which is about to be
delivered to Qatar airways. It is the first commercial aircraft
entirely certified by easa from the application to the type
certificate. since the application received from airbus in
april 2007, easa engineers and test pilots have actively
and intensively worked to ensure that this type of aircraft is
safe, covering the full range of the programme from struc-
ture to avionics, from cabin safety to flight tests etc.

aviation is constantly evolving and reinventing itself with
innovative business models and new technologies in order
to achieve greater efficiencies. In turn, regulators are faced
with the challenge to be more efficient and flexible, thus
enabling further growth for aviation. effective since the 1st
of september 2014, easa’s new organisation lays down
the agency’s foundations for the next 10 years and is well
suited to meet the challenges of the aviation sector.

2015 is on a course to be yet another challenging year:
there will be a proposal from the european commission for
the revision of the easa founding regulation, the work on
remotely Piloted aircraft systems at european level pro-
mises to be substantial. finally the Icao high level safety
conference will set new objectives for aviation safety.

Patrick KY
EASA Executive Director

SAFETY FIRST

Please find here below the editorial from Patrick Ky in the Issue 6 (December 2014) of the CEAS magazine “On Air”.
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Genova, 4-5 December 2014

An event of the Italian Presidency of the EU 
Co-organised by the European Commission and the 

Italian Ministry of Education, Universities and Research

Transport professionals, researchers, stakeholders and

policy makers involved in all modes of transport met in

Genova, Italy, a on 4-5 December 2014 to assess the future

needs for transport safety research and identify priorities for

activities in Horizon 2020 and beyond. The Conference par-

ticipants adopted the following final statement:

Draft final statement

the european commission White Paper on Transport1

sets ambitious safety objectives within a coherent policy
framework: moving close to zero fatalities in road transport
by 2050, halving road casualties by 2020 and ensuring that
the eu remains a world leader in the safety of all modes of
transport.
In order to help achieve these objectives, the eu
framework Programme for research and Innovation
(2014-2020), Horizon 20202,  aims at  ‘reducing accident
rates, fatalities and casualties’ in each mode and in the
whole transport system by furthering knowledge and awa-
reness, and by developing technologies, products, ser-
vices and solutions that reconcile safety with efficiency and
user-friendliness. 
the horizon 2020 specific programme indicates that ‘this
will be achieved by addressing aspects inherent to the orga-

nisation, management and monitoring of performance and

risk of transport systems and by focusing on the  design,

manufacturing and operations of aircraft, vehicles, vessels,

infrastructures and terminals. The focus will be on passive

and active safety, preventive safety and enhanced automa-

tion and training processes to reduce the risk and impact of

human errors. […] Activities will also focus on improving the

safety of all road users, especially those at greatest risk, par-

ticularly in urban areas’
In the context of rapid technological progress and changes
in behaviour and demand patterns, it is important to iden-
tify evolving needs and to define a clear european agenda
for transport safety research and Innovation, which should
be driven by consistency with the policy objectives and a
strong focus on the future deployment of results.

the research and Innovation agenda should, in particular,
take into account the following considerations:
1. a  multi-modal approach needs to be adopted regarding

the collection of accident data , given that the causes of
accidents and incidents can be similar for the four trans-
port modes - road, rail, waterborne and aviation -  and that
there is a great potential benefit in sharing best practice
between transport modes. research should help define a
common methodology and a european standard for data
collection, sharing, processing and analysis, including for
road safety, to form the basis for sound legislation.
2. since human factors are one of the major causes of inci-
dents, specific research in the field of distraction, stress
and fatigue should be supported, with the aim of imple-
menting appropriate mitigation measures and technolo-
gies, and developing awareness about the factors to be
kept under control.
3. Increasing support for the human Machine Interface and
automation in all transport modes is expected to reduce
the risk of incidents and limit the effects of human error. a
roadmap to automation should be defined to determine
which technologies should be implemented in priority
order, taking into account the safety benefits of each sys-
tem and their combined effect on both the fleet and infra-
structure. 
4. at the same time, the introduction of these technologies
should take into consideration possible unintended
impacts, such as an over-reliance on automated devices,
distraction and cognitive overload, together with the need
for adequate levels of cyber-security, for proper redun-
dancy to cope with possible failures, and for effective com-
munication, education and training to ensure social accep-
tance.
5. a harmonised management of safety-relevant traffic
data is necessary, including validation of sources, owner-
ship of data, privacy and liability issues. research is nee-
ded to achieve an integrated approach to data gover-
nance, essential to ensure a seamless and safer transport
system.
6. due consideration should be taken of the safety impact
of infrastructure design, construction and maintenance
and its overall contribution to safety on a modal and cross-
modal basis.
7. In prioritising research efforts and in defining a roadmap
to implementation, the primary focus should be on those
measures that can be deployed in the short-medium term
and are most likely to yield rapid safety gains, taking into
account the shorter renewal cycles of certain components
of the transport system. however, longer term research
objectives and disruptive technology breakthroughs
should not be neglected.
8. while safety is, and should remain, a paramount objec-
tive for each mode and for the transport system as a

TRANSPORT SAFETY: SOCIETAL CHALLENGES,
RESEARCH SOLUTIONS

1. Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system, COM (2011) 144 final.
2. Proposal for a Council Decision establishing the Specific Programme implementing Horizon 2020, COM/2011/081



18 •  ceas Quarterly Bulletin - february 2015

CIVIL AVIATION

whole, road safety deserves particular attention, given the
disproportionate occurrence of accidents and casualties.
9. complementing the above, for each of the modes,
european transport safety research and innovation priority
actions have also been identified as follows:

Road
• addressing behavioural changes and adapting education

and training of road users to these changes. safety
conditions for Vulnerable road users; safe inclusion and
accessibility for the elderly. Virtual human Body Models
for safety improvements of vehicle performance.

• safe transition from driver assistance to automated dri-
ving through: advanced human Machine Interfaces; dri-
ver acceptance and adaptation; infrastructure design and
equipment; training schemes; regulatory and legal envi-
ronment.

• Improved traffic data/information handling for real time
traffic management and advanced incident detection and
rescue systems. understanding accident causation and
counter-measures. accident evidence and statistical
information for policy making, including for the purpose
of optimising preventive measures and addressing the
burden of injuries.

• safer road design, road maintenance and advanced
 traffic management systems.

Rail
• Progressive automation of the control, command and

communication systems.
• Improved management of critical interfaces (e.g. at level

crossings, stations and work zones).

• harmonised verification and certification/authorisation of
safety management systems, vehicles, etc.

• Intelligent and consistently applied fall-back systems to
assure safety during degraded mode, designed into
every critical sub-system and component.

Waterborne
• new conceptual designs of vessels and systems and a

new approach to emergency response. 
• new safety devices and technologies for the evacuation

of large passenger ships, for black-out mitigation, for fire
proofing and for establishing salvage friendly ships. 

• new and improved systems for the surveillance, monito-
ring and management of maritime transport and other
seaborne activities. 

• the extension, integration and optimisation of traffic
information and communication systems. 

Aviation
• advanced sensing, monitoring and alerting functions,

supported by ‘big data’ system processes, capable of
predicting and mitigating technical and operational
issues, including weather, traffic and in-cabin hazards.

• new designs, technologies and training processes that
support decision making and ‘human centred’ automation.

• new certification techniques, safety methodologies,
organisational principles, and a holistic safety system
approach, from design to operations, across all stakehol-
ders and components, including search and rescue and
remotely piloted aircraft systems. 

• safety and security must be considered jointly.

An Airport Operation Centre
(APOC), based largely on the
SESAR developments, opened its
doors for business at Heathrow
Airport in December 2014.

the heathrow facility supports frontline operational teams
and oversees the airport operations Plan (aoP), allowing
for an improved management decision-making process for
servicing and controlling airport flight movements. Both the
aPoc and aoP at heathrow are very much based on
development activities performed within the sesar
Programme for research & Innovation, which aim to bring
together the operational planning, monitoring and over-
sight of an airport in one place. 
“We hope that the example of Heathrow will prompt future
uptake of SESAR concepts and solutions by other airport

actors in Europe”, said florian Guillermet, executive
director of sesar Joint undertaking.
the aPoc will see the complete heathrow picture, seeking

to avert problems
before they happen,
and managing airport
performance in a col-
laborative way. with
multiple stakeholders
contributing to the
decision-making pro-

cess, aPoc produces results that are best for the airport
as a whole. Instead of islands of potentially conflicting
decision-making, there is one over-arching process that
balances the business priorities and strategies of all airport
stakeholders. aPoc keeps the airport flowing by matching
resources and facilities to changes in demand or schedule.
It does thez job in real time, and the process is completely
transparent. 
a centre piece of aPoc is two huge video walls made up
of 60 high definition screens which monitor the entire air-
port including security queues, access roads, baggage
halls, and the airfield itself.

HEATHROW OPENS SESAR AIRPORT 
OPERATION CENTRE
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Overview of APOC roles 
Function Role Overview 

Airport Operations Airport Operations 
Manager (AOM) 

Leads the operation and its participants to operate in a 
dynamic and collaborative manner. Line manages both the 
Lead Ops Co-ordinator and the Co-ordinator. Leads all 
other roles within APOC on a daily basis. 

Passenger Flow and 
Planning Manager 

Co-ordinates all stakeholders and third party suppliers, 
influencing them to plan ahead and adapt their plans as the 
schedule alters. Works closely with the Security Flow 
Manager to manage the flow of passengers. 

Operations Lead  
Co-ordinator 

Handle all calls, radio messages, system alarms and 
notifications coming into APOC and provide initial response 
to general enquires and emergency calls, dispatching 
required resources to attend any incidents or faults.  They 
co-ordinate the operation. 

Operations Co-ordinator Operations Co-ordinators specialise in handling calls 
requiring emergency response, ranging from ambulance 
requests to emergency aircraft landings. They also respond 
to general enquiry calls and support operatives taking fault 
notification calls.   

Landside Surface Access Flow Provides airport wide support to ensure landside roads, 
forecourts, passenger tunnels and other landside locations 
are safe and fully effective at all times. The Traffic Flow 
Controllers will rotate through this position as part of their 
daily activities. 

Airside Aircraft Flow Manager 
(AFM) 

Provides a continuous stream of aircraft to and from each 
terminal. 

Senior Operations 
Controller (SOC) 

Manages the day-to-day operation of the Stand Allocation 
Unit (SAU). SAU is the key interface between airlines, 
handlers, air traffic control and the airfield in Terminals 1 to 
4. In Terminal 5, British Airways manages its own stand 
allocation in conjunction with the SAU. 

Operations Controller 
(OC) 

Allocates aircraft stands in a way that maximises the use of 
available resources, taking into consideration the 
preferences or special requests of airlines, to meet customer 
expectations. 

Security Security Flow Manager  Is a member of the security scheduling team. The role 
manages the resource plan on the day, constantly assessing 
and balancing supply with demand. The role assesses and 
forecasts flows through security and control posts. 

Customer 
Relationship 
Management 

Resource Manager 
(Coaching, Passenger 
Service Agents, 
Passengers with Reduced 
Mobility. Supplied by 
Omniserve) 

Liaises with the Omniserve resources on the ground 
delivering passenger service, coaching and PRM services. 
Ensures resources are deployed to best deliver passenger 
experience and effective flow of passengers. 

Baggage Baggage Service Manager Manages the operational delivery of all baggage 
performance during operational day. This includes direct 
bags from check in, arriving bags terminating in Heathrow 
and transferring bags using Heathrow as a hub. 
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DEBATING DUAL-USE TECHNOLOGIES AND SMART
CLUSTERING AT EU LEVEL

More than 120 attendees gathe-
red on 25 November 2014 in
Brussels to Exchange views and
offer ways forward on an impor-

tant issue for the European defence industry: dual-use
and smart clustering. The workshop was organised jointly
by the European Commission, the European Defence
Agency (EDA) and the European Association of
Development Agencies (EUROADA).

THREE SUCCESSIVE PANELS

• the first one focused on the european union’s existing
policies and tools to support dual-use research and clus-
tering. to support clusters is a good breeding ground for
innovative sMes.

• the second one offered stakeholders from defence-rela-
ted clusters an opportunity to share their experiences
and the associated challenges. clusters from estonia,
france, Poland and Portugal were represented. they
emphasized the need for greater cooperation at eu level
in order to develop their dual-use activities.

• the third one focused on ways to develop dual-use
opportunities at european level and saw interventions
from the ecsel Ju (electronic components and
systems for european leadership Joint undertaking), the
european commission and eda.

Participants then had the opportunity to engage with other
attendees during a networking session of pre-arranged
one-on-one meetings. about 60 of those pre-arranged
meetings were held.

EDA DISCUSSES SYNERGIES AT EU SPACE POLICY
CONFERENCE

The 7th Annual Conference on European Union Space
Policy took place 27-28 January 2015 in Brussels. This
event, which gathered high-level speakers from govern-
ments, industry and EU institutions, focused on the rising
demand for space services and applications in Europe
and on ways to reinforce the EU’s position in that domain. 

GOVSATCOM

speaking as part of the 6th session dedicated to the
increasing civil and security & defence synergies of space
services, eda european synergies & Innovation director
denis roger put the focus on the eda’s role in the coope-
rative Govsatcom (Governmental satellite communi -

cations) programme. Pointing out that a common set of
requirements had been approved by participating Member
states in 2014 he said that the eda is now preparing the
technical studies that will allow to offer options to Member
states by late 2016/early 2017.

this programme will need to benefit from a dual approach,
taking into account military and civil needs.
denis roger also discussed the subject of remotely
Piloted aircraft systems (rPas) which is another capability
priority supported by the december 2013 european
council with an important space dimension.

DUAL-USE APPROACH

the benefits of a dual-use approach on these topics were
again stressed and Cyber Defence was also mentioned as
a field where close coordination between civil and military
users is needed.

CONCLUSION

denis roger concluded on the fact that the progress made
to better exploit civil-military synergies did not diminish the
need for specific defence research and had to be pursued
through the full use of eu funding instruments to support
them as well as other dual-use initiatives in the space
domain.

THE SEMINAR “BUILDING CONSENSUS TOWARDS THE
JUNE 2015 EUROPEAN COUNCIL – NEXT STEPS?

This high-level seminar organised in the framework of the
Latvian EU Presidency on 19 January 2015, was attended
by representatives from the EU ministries of defence,
European institutions as well as representatives of the
academic community. 

THE OPENING SPEECH BY LATVIAN MINISTER 
OF DEFENCE RAIMONDS VEJONIS
latvian Minister of defence raimonds Véjonis opened the
seminar by addressing keynote speech where he emphasi-
zed the importance of working together to guarantee
europe’s security and prosperity against the background of
changes to the global security environment, and argued that
the european council in June 2015 presented a significant
opportunity to address common threats and challenges.
during his speech, Minister Véjonis outlined a review of
strategic defence documents as one of latvia’s priorities
for the european council: in particular an update of the

NEWS RELATED TO DEFENCE AND SECURITY
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european security strategy should be assigned. secondly,
cooperation and coordination between eu Bodies active in
the field of csdP (common security and defence Policy)
should be enhanced. Minister Véjonis mentioned the four
capability programmes the eda was entrusted with as suc-
cessful examples of increased cooperation:
• air-to-air refuelling;
• remotely Piloted aircraft systems (rPas);
• satellite communication;
• cyber defence.

he emphasized that the eu’s comprehensive approach
including cooperation between military and civilian actors
should be bolstered to address hybrid threats. finally, cyber
defence and the eu’s maritime security are two areas latvia
will put special emphasis on during its presidency.

BESIDES

the eda participated in a panel discussion on strengthe-
ning europe’s defence industry.
tarja Jaakkola, deputy director & head of unit Market and
Industry policy presented the eda’s work in the fields of
research and dual-use.
further discussions included ways of enhancing the deve-
lopment of eu’s capabilities as well as the role of the eu
common security and defence Policy (csdP) in the global
security environment.

EUROFIGHTER GLOBAL AIR POLICING DUTIES REMAIN
KEY ROLE FOR 2015

eurofighter typhoon will continue to play a ‘key role’ as a
deterrent and ‘policing capability’
for 2015, says alberto Gutierrez,
ceo of eurofighter Jagdflugzeug
Gmbh.

speaking from eurofighter’s hQ in Munich alberto
Gutierrez said: 
“Now, the role that the Eurofighter is playing in protecting
nations and policing behaviours across the globe is a critical

capability for our customer’s armed forces.” 

with 427 eurofighter typhoon aircraft delivered to custo-
mer air forces in six nations, this multi-role fast-jet fighter is
increasingly being seen protecting skies through a variety
of missions. 
“eurofighter’s track record in meeting the challenges of
Quick reaction alert duties is, I believe, second to none. It

is something we can be extremely proud of” alberto
Gutierrez declared.  

427 EUROFIGHTER TYPHOONS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED 

the breakdown is as follows:
uK 130
Germany 110
Italy 75
spain 52
saoudi arabia 45
austria 15

Besides, the process of meeting an order for 12 aircraft in
addition to the 427 above mentioned is in course: custo-
mer sultan of oman. 
http://www.eurofighter.com/customers 

AIRBUS A400M MILTARY TRANSPORT
airbus defence and space has formally delivered the first
airbus a400M military transport ordered by Germany. the
Bundeswehr accepted the aircraft at the a400M final
assembly line in seville, spain, on 18 december 2014.

The first German A400M during its maiden flight.
Credit Airbus Defence & Space
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On 2 December 2014, ESA concluded a productive one-
day Council meeting at ministerial level in Luxemburg.
Ministers adopted three resolutions: 
– Resolution on Europe’s access to space, covering the
development of Ariane 6 and Vega-C

– Resolution on Europe’s space exploration strategy
– Resolution on ESA evolution.

A short paper is presented here below, which gives in a
few words an idea about the future ARIANE 6 Launcher’s
concept.

WHY IS IT NEEDED?
Market forecasts indicate increasing worldwide competi-
tion among launch service providers making it essential to
develop a post-ariane 5 eca system as early as possible
to reduce costs to more competitive levels, thus continuing
to guarantee europe’s access to space.

HOW?
at the november 2012 esa council meeting at Ministerial
level in naples, Italy, Ministers secured investments for
detailed definition studies of the new ariane 6 launcher and
the continuation of the development of ariane 5 Me
adapted, with the goal of developing as many commonali-
ties as possible between the two vehicles.
ariane 6 preparation has built on the work completed in the
future launchers Preparatory Programme (flPP), the acti-
vities within the ariane 5 post-eca programme (such as
the Vinci engine), and the results of national and industrial
initiatives.
concepts handled within flPP were gradually reduced to
a number of reference launch systems after top-level mis-
sion requirements in terms of performance and cost were
considered, and the required technologies and readiness
levels were identified. 

ARIANE 6 OBJECTIVES AND MAIN MISSIONS
the overarching aim of ariane 6 is to provide guaranteed
access to space for europe at a competitive price without
requiring public sector support for exploitation.
different concepts have been examined for ariane 6 such
as single- and dual-payloads, solid or cryogenic propulsion
for the main stage, and the number of stages (three or
more), all to cover a wide range of missions: 
– Geo, either directly or through intermediate orbits, in

particular Gto and leo,
– Polar/sso,
– Meo or Mto,
– other.
the targeted payload performance of ariane 6 is 4.5 t for
polar/sun-synchronous orbit missions at 800 km altitude
and 3–10 t, with two main segments (3.5-5 t and 6–6.5 t) in
Gto-equivalent.

ABOUT THE NEW LAUNCHER ARIANE 6

the exploitation cost of the ariane 6 launch system is its
key driver. the first flight is targeted for 2020.

ARIANE 6 CONCEPTS
configurations that maximise commonalities between the
rockets’ stages, and flexibility for adapting to an evolving
commercial market, are considered more likely to lead to a
competitive launch service price.

ariane 6 is a modular three-stage launcher (solid–cryoge-
nic–cryogenic) with two configurations using: four boos-
ters (A64) or two boosters (A62).

this is based on:
– a main stage containing liquid oxygen and hydrogen

based on the Vulcain engine of ariane 5 eca and Me;
– two or four P120 solid rocket boosters, which will be

common with Vega-c (an evolution of the current Vega
launcher);

Artist's view of the Ariane 6
configuration using four
boosters (A64)



On 3 December 2014, AIRBUS Group and SAFRAN have
announced the creation of their new Joint Venture named
Airbus SAFRAN Launchers.

airbus Group and safran welcomed on 2 december 2014
the approval by the esa ministerial conference for the
development and production of the new ariane 6 launcher.
Both companies had made a far-reaching industrial propo-
sal for ariane 6 and its endorsement had been critical for
the Joint venture’s creation.
tom enders, ceo of airbus Group declared:
“With this Joint Venture, industry has made a strong state-

ment and has assumed leadership to foster Europe’s auto-

nomous access to space. Yesterday’s ESA Ministerial

Conference will be remembered as the one that decided

upon a new Ariane launcher family for the next decades and

opened a new a new chapter in the way Europe conducts

and manages its space ambitions. If we want to successfully

counter growing international competition and prevent the

risk of Europe’s space sector from being marginilized, a lot

more has to be done. Therefore, we hope that this ESA

Ministerial Conference serves as a catalyst to transform the

way institutional space agencies operate and interface with

industry in the future.”

Jean-Paul herteman, chairman and ceo of safran said:
“The creation of Airbus Safran Launchers immediately after
the Ministerial Conference is much more than a symbol; It is

a sign of our strong engagement and our ability to deploy

our resources and meet our commitments. This is precisely

what we will continue to do to ensure that all stakeholders –

industry and European States – are able to pursue the remar-

kable success of the Ariane programme and continue to

guarantee independent, reliable and competitive access to

space for Europe. I strongly believe Airbus Safran Launchers

will be a major worldwide player in the launcher domain, poi-

sed to capture market growth and better serve institutional

as well as commercial customers. Indeed, Europe has all it

needs to be in a pole position in the race for technologies,

which will be, as in the past, highly beneficial for the whole

aerospace industry.”

tom enders and Jean-Paul herteman thanked the teams at
airbus Group and safran who over the last months had
prepared the establishment of the new JV in record time.
with the support of customers and shareholders, most
regulatory approvals and consultations such as those from
the competition authorities, arianespace and the two
Groups’ works councils have been completed for the
transaction. closing took place on 31 december 2014 after
completion of final formalities.
this signature launches the first phase of the transaction.
In a second phase, all activities of airbus Group and safran
dealing with space launchers will be integrated in the Joint
Venture.
with an initial workforce of around 450 persons, airbus
safran launchers JV started operations on 1 January
2015, working on the new family of state-of-the-art space
launchers. the new company brings together the expertise
of both airbus Group and safran in space launchers at key
franco-German industrial sites. the JV’s headquarters is
located in Issy-les-Moulineaux, near Paris.   
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– a cryogenic upper stage (loX/lh2) propelled by a Vinci
engine, based on the a5Me upper stage, with limited
adaptations.

ariane 6 in its a62 or a64 configuration is deemed the best
possible long-term solution to maintain competences in
europe and deliver launch services against competitive
costs.
ariane 6 will have reignition capability and will be capable
of performing a direct deorbiting and controlled reentry of
the upper stage.
flexibility is a design characteristic for a64 and a62. In
essence it is the same launcher, responding to different
market needs by varying the number of boosters in the
configuration.

the a62, with two P120 solid boosters, will be used mainly
in single-launch configurations, while the a64 – with four
P120 solids – will enable double launch of medium-class
satellites up to 4.5–5 t, mainly for commercial market
needs.

the main characteristics of the ariane 6 concept are:
– the total length of the vehicle is around 63 m,
– the loading of the cryogenic main stage is about 149

tonnes of propellants,
–the external diameter of the cryogenic main stage is
about 4.6 m.

ARIANE 6 WAY FORWARD
to streamline the industrial organisation, reduce the num-
ber of interfaces and thus reduce the costs and risks to be
borne by Member states in development and exploitation,
airbus space & defence and safran, the two largest
european industrial actors in launchers, have created a
joint venture to lead the development and production of the
future european launch system.
In response to the resulting industrial proposal, major sta-
keholders from Member states and industry have been
working together to respond to the objectives set by
Ministers and by council. the result is a joint esa–industry
proposal for ariane 6. 

THE CREATION OF AIRBUS SAFRAN
LAUNCHERS
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GALILEO’S FIFTH SATELLITE PERFORMS ITS FIRST
NAVIGATION FIX

In august 2014, the two first ‘full operational capability’
satellites –Galileo 5 and Galileo 6 - coming after the four In-
orbit Validation satellites – were delivered in a wrong orbit:
elongated orbit 25 900 km – 13 713 km instead of a circu-
lar path at 23 222 km, and also wrong angle of the orbit to
the equator. 
GalIleo’s fIfth satellIte – salVaGed In deceMBer
2014 froM the wronG orBIt to BeGIn naVIGatIon
testInG – has Been coMBIned wIth three Prede-
cessors (In-orBIt ValIdatIon) to ProVIde Its
VerY fIrst PosItIon fIX.

test receivers at esa/estec and at the Galileo In-orbit
test station at redu (Belgium) received the signals at
12:48 GMt on 9 december from the quartet of satellites
and fixed their horizontal positions to better than 2 m.
this achievement is particularly significant because the
fifth satellite is the first of a new design of 22 Galileo satel-
lites set to be launched over the next few years.

furthers position fixes were then made by cnes (france,
toulouse centre). the following days, fixes were performed

using Galileo’s public regulated service, the encrypted
highest-precision class of signal. 
this was a significant milestone for the Galileo programme
because it was the first time that a ‘full operational
capability (foc)’ satellite had performed a fix together with
its ‘In-orbit Validation’ predecessors which had been laun-
ched in 2011 and 2012. In particular it opens the door to
the immediate use of this fifth satellite in combination with
additional navigation message information provided
through ground networks, which is a standard mode such
as those found in our smart phones.
a similar salvage operation is planned for the sixth satellite.
http://www.esa.int/our_activities/navigation/salvaged_Gal
ileo_performs 

FOUR GALILEO SATELLITES AT ESA TEST CENTRE
Production of further ‘foc’ satellites continues steadily.
following on from the first ‘IoV’ satellites, 22 of these foc
satellites are being built by ohB in Bremen (Germany) with
navigation payloads from sstl in Guildford (uK).  

four foc satellites are presently completing tests at
esa/estec are designated as follows: fM 03 – 04 – 05 –
06. (fM = flight Model) 

FIRST COPERNICUS SATELLITE IS OPERATIONAL SINCE
OCTOBER 2014

launched on 3 april 2014, sentinel 1-a completed com-
missioning on 23 september 2014, an important process
ensuring the satellite, instruments, data acquisition and
data processing procedures are working well. not only did
sentinel 1-a pass these tests and reach its target orbit on
7 august, eight anti-collision manoeuvres to avoid space
debris were performed during this phase. 

6 october 2014: with the commissioning of sentinel 1-a
completed and the satellites transfer to the team in charge
of its exploitation, its data are available as of this date to all
users. this marks the beginning of the satellite’s operatio-
nal life, delivering radar coverage for an array of applica-
tions in the area of oceans, ice, changing land and emer-
gency response. 
sentinel 1-a is a two-satellite constellation providing an all-
weather, day-and-night supply of imagery of earth’s sur-
face. during the commissioning phase, it demonstrated its
potential in various application domains.
Just days after launch, its results were included in maps of
the floods that hit namibia as well as those in the Balkans
one month later.

radar images were used to map the rupture caused by 24
august earthquake that shook northern california.
the towing of the costa concordia cruise ship off the west
coast of Italy was captured by the radar.

Many services will benefit from sentinel 1-a: monitoring
arctic sea-ice mapping, routine sea-ice mapping, surveil-
lance of marine environment, monitoring land-surface for
motion risks, mapping for forest, water and soil manage-
ment, mapping to support humanitarian aid and crisis
situation assessment. 

AMOUNG LATEST NEWS CONERNING GALILEO

ABOUT COPERNICUS

Handing over Sentinel 1-A. Project Manager Ramon Torres,
who led the development team, formally handed hover the
satellite to the mission Manager, Pierre Potin. Credit ESA
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the mission’s contribution will further improve once the Sentinel 1-B – the 1-a iden-
tical twin – is launched in 2016.

AMONG THE LATEST SENTINEL-IA TRANSMITTED DATA
FOGO VOLCANO ON SENTINEL’S RADAR

2 december 2014: radar images from the sentinel-1a satellite are helping to moni-
tor ground movements of the recently erupted fogo volcano.

located on cape’s Verde’s fogo Island, the volcano erupted on 23 november 2014
for the first time in 19 years and has been active ever since. lava flows are threate-
ning nearby villages, and local residents have been evacuated.
the image is an ‘interferogram’: a combination of two radar images from 3 november
and 27 november 2014, before and during the eruption. deformation on the ground
causes changes in radar signals that appear as the rainbow-coloured patterns.
scientists can use the deformation patterns to understand the subsurface pathways
of molten rock moving towards the surface. In this case, the radar shows that the
magma travelled along a crack at least 1 km wide.

Napa Valley quake. Credit ESA

Sentinel 1-A maps Fogo eruption. Credit ESA

Napa Valley quake
Description The biggest earthquake in 25 years
struck California’s Napa Valley in the early hours
of 24 August 2014. By processing two
Sentinel-1A images, which were acquired on 7
August and 31 August 2014 over this wine-pro-
ducing region, an interferogram was generated.
The two round shapes around Napa valley,
which are visible in the central part of the image
show how the ground moved during the quake.
Deformation on the ground causes phase
changes in radar signals that appear as the
rainbow-coloured patterns. Each colour cycle
corresponds to a deformation of 28 mm defor-
mation. The maximum deformation is more
than 10 cm, and an area of about 30x30 km
was affected significantly.
Interferograms like these are being used by
scientists on the ground to help them map the
surface rupture and model the earthquake. This
interferogram very clearly shows the fault that
caused the earthquake, which had not been
identified as being particularly hazardous prior
to the event.
Despite this interferogram being computed with
images acquired in the satellite’s ‘stripmap
mode’, which is not going to be the default
mode when operational, this result demons-
trates the capability of Sentinel-1A and marks
the beginning of a new era for our ability to map
earthquakes from space.

DLR AND ESA SIGN THE COLLABORATIVE GROUND SEGMENT COOPERATION FOR SENTINEL-1 DATA
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ROSETTA WATCHES COMET SHED ITS DUSTY COAT

on 26 January 2015, rosetta was providing unique insight
into the life cycle of comet’s dusty surface, watching
67P/churyumov-Gerasimenko as it sheds the dusty coat it
has accumulated over the past 4 years. 
the cometary secondary Ion Mass analyser ‘cosIMa’
started collecting, imaging and measuring the composition
of dust particles shortly after the spacecraft arrives at the
comet in august 2014.

PLUFFY DUST GRAINS
GETTING TO KNOW ROSETTA’S COMET
on 22 January 2015, rosetta was revealing 67/P comet as
having a remarkable array of surface features and with
many processes contributing to its activity, painting a com-
plex picture of its evolution.
the familiar shape of the dual-lobed comet has now had
many of its vital statistics measured: the small lobe mea-
sures 2.6 x 2.3 x 1.8 km and the large lobe 4.1 x 3.3 x 1.8

km. the total volume of the comet is 21.4 km3 and the
radio science Instrument has measured its mass to be 10
billion tonnes, yielding a density of 470 kg/m3.

By assuming an overall composition dominated by water
ice and dust with a density of 1500-2000 kg/m3 the
rosetta scientists show that the comet has a very high
porosity of 70-80%, with the interior structure likely com-
prising weakly bonded ice-dust clumps with small void
spaces between them.  

ROSETTA MISSION: AMONG LATEST NEWS

Two examples of dust grains collected by COSIMA in the
period 25-31 October 2014. Both grains were collected at a
distance of 10-20 km from the comet nucleus. Image (a)
shows a dust particle that crumbled into a rubble pile when
collecrd; (b) shows a dust particle that shattered.
Credit ESA/Rosetta/MPS 

Comet from 8 km
Released 22/01/2015 08:00 pm. A section of the smaller of
Comet two lobes as seen through Rosetta’s narrow-angle
camera from a distance of about 8 km to the surface on 14
October 2014. Resolution = 15 cm/pixel.
Credit: ESA/rosetta/MPS for OSIRIS Team MPS/UPD/LAM/
IAA/ SSO/INTA/UPM/DASP/IDA

Comet regional maps
Credit ESA/Rosetta
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AMONG UPCOMING AEROSPACE EVENTS IN EUROPE 

02-06 March • ESA – 8th esasV – symposium on aerothermodynamics for space Vehicles – lisbon (Portugal) –
www.congrexprojects.com/15a01

10-12 March • CANSO – world atM congress 2015 – Madrid (spain) – www.canso.org/worldatmcongress 

17 March • Cleansky JU – cleansKY foruM – cleansky 2 Info day – Brussels (Belgium) – www.cleanskyju.eu 

17-18 March • RAeS – the flight operations Manager in the 21st century – london (uK) –
www.aerosociety.com/events

18-20 March • ICAO – Making civil space a realItY – Montréal (canada) – Icao/hQ –
www.icao.int/meetings/space2015/ 

23-26 March • Euroturbo – 11th european turbomachinery conference – Madrid (spain) –
www.euroturbo.eu/

23-27 March • ESA – frInGe 2015 – scientific exploitation of operational Missions – workshop – frascati, esa/esrIn
(Italy) – www.seom.esa.int/fringe2015/ 

25-26 March • BavAIRia – aviation electronics europe – Munich (Germany) – Moc event centre – www.ae-expo.eu

25-27 March • ASTech – 6th International conference on fatigue of composites – Musée de l’air et de l’espace – Paris
(france) – www.pole-astech.org 

29 March-01 April • 3AF – 50th 3af conference on applied aerodynamics – forthcoming challenges for aerodynamics
– toulouse (france) – www.3af-aerodynamics2015.com

13-15 April • CEAS – EuroGNC 2015 – 3rd ceas specialist conference on Guidance, navigation and control (Gnc) –
toulouse (france) – www.onera.fr/eurognc2015

13-17 April • IAA – 2015 Iaa Planetary defense conference – frascati (Italy) – esa/esrIn – www.pdc2015.org

15-16 April • Numeca International – uMrIda workshop on uncertainty Quantification – delft (nl) – tu delft –
www.umrida.eu

15-18 April • AERO – aero friedrichshafen 2015 – General aviation – friedrichshafen (Germany)
www.aero-expo.com/

21-23 April • ACI Europe – 24th airport commercial & retail conference and exhibition – Prague (czech republic) –
nhow Milano hotel – www.aci-europe-events.com

5-7 May • IATA – 2015 cabin operations safety conference – Paris (france) – le Méridien etoile – www.iata.org/events/

11-13 May • ESA – astra 2015 – 13th symposium on advanced space technologies in robotics and automation –
noordwijk (nl) – esa/estec – www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/15a07/  

12 May • RAeS – human factors in engineering – the next generation -engineering Innovation day 2015 – cranfield
(uK) – cranfield university Vincent Building auditorium – www.aerosociety.com/events/  

18-20 May • ESA – trIsMac 2015 – frascati (Italy) – esa/esrIn – 
www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/trismac2015/general 

18-22 May • ESA/CNES – 2nd sMos science conference  - soil Moisture ocean salinity satellite data applications –
Madrid (spain) – esa/esac – www.smos2015.info/

YEAR 2015
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AMONG UPCOMING AEROSPACE EVENTS IN EUROPE 

19-21 May • EBAA/NBAA – EBACE 2015 – Geneva (switzerland) – Palexpo Geneva International airport – 
www.ebace.aero/  

25-27 May • 22nd St-Petersburg International Conference on Integrated Navigation Systems – saint-Petersburg
(russia) – www.elektropribor.spb.ru

02-03 June • RAeS – delivering weapon systems  effects contrast piloted/remotely-piloted platforms -  Malvern (uK) –
QinetiQ Malvern technology centre – st andrews rd – www.aerosociety.com/events

02-03 June • EUROCONTROL/ERA – Forum – safety and automation in aviation – Brussels (Belgium) – eurocon-
trol/hQ – www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Portal:automation_and_safety

02-05 June • ESA – sentinel-3 for science workshop – Venice (Italy) – Palzzo del casino – lido –
www.seom.esa.int/s3forscience2015/

07-12 June • ESA/ANDOYA SPACE CENTRE – 22nd ESA Symposium on Rocket and Balloon Programme – 
tromso (norway) – www.pac.spaceflight.esa.int

8-10 June • ESA – XMM-newton 2015 science workshop – Madrid (spain) – esa/esac – www.xmm.esac.esa.int/ 

09-10 June • NATO/EUROCONTROL – neascoG/37 : atM security conference, workshop and exhibition – Brussels
(Belgium) – eurocontrol/hQ – www.eurocontrol.int/neascog-37

09-10 June • RAeS – future challenges in flight simulation – london (uK) – raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events

09-11 June • 3AF/SEE – ettc 2015 – toulouse (france) – centre de conférences Pierre Baudis – www.ettc2015.org

09-12 June • 3AF – 11th International conference on Missile defence – Barcelona (spain) – Palay de congressos de
catalunya – www.missile-defence.com  - www.3af.fr 

10-12 June • EASA/FAA – easa/faa International aviation safety conference – Brussels (Belgium) –
www.easa.europa.eu

15-19 June • ESA – 12th International Planetary Probe workshop (IPPw-12) – cologne (Germany) – hyatt regency –
www.planetaryprobe.eu/   

15-21 June • SIAE/GIFAS– International Paris air show 2015 – le Bourget (france) – www.siae.fr/

16-17 June • ESA – european Ground system architecture workshop (esaw) – darmstadt (Germany) – esa/esoc –
www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/15a06/introduction

16-19 June • AIAA – 7th International conference on recent advances in space technologies – rast 2015 – Istanbul
(turkey) – www.rast.org.tr

22-25 June • SAE International – International conference on Icing of aircraft, engines and structures – Prague (czech
republic) – hotel International Prague – www.sae.org/events/icing/

24-25 June • ACI Europe – 25th acI europe General assembly – Prague (czech republic) – hilton Prague 
www.aci-europe-events.com

28 June-2 July • TsAGI/CEAS/AIAA – IFASD 2015 – 16th International forum on aeroelasticity and structural
dynamics – saint Petersburg (russia) – solo sokos hotel Palace Bridge – www.ifasd2015.com/  
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AMONG UPCOMING AEROSPACE EVENTS IN EUROPE 

29-30 June • ERCOFTAC – 11th conference on synthetic turbulence Models – lyon (france) – ecl ecully 
www.ercoftac.org/ 

29 June-3 July • EUCASS – eucass 2015 – Krakow (Poland) – www.eucass2015.eu/ 

01-04 Sept. • ERF 2015 – DGLR/CEAS – Munich (Germany) – www.erf2015.de   www.erf2015.dglr.de 

07-09 Sept. • ECCOMAS – 5th eccoMas conference on Mechanical response of composites – Bristol (uK)
www.bristol.ac.uk/composites/  

07-11 September • CEAS – CEAS 2015 Conference – delft (nl) – www.ceas2015.org 

16 Sept. • RAeS – conference future trends in certification if advanced technology structures – Bristol (uK) – national
composites centre – Bristol & Bath science Park – www.aerosociety.com/events

22-25 Sept. • 3AF/AIAA – aners 2015 – aircraft noise and emissions reduction symposium – la rochelle (france)
www.3af.fr 

23-24 Sept. • RAeS – conference flight crew Instruction, selection, skills & supply – london (uK) - raes/hQ
www.aerosociety.com/events

23-24 Sept. • 3AF/AIAA/CEAS – X-noise/ceas workshop - la rochelle (france) – www.3af.fr 

07-08 October • RAeS – President’s conference 2015 – uas + detect & avoid workshop – london (uK) - raes/hQ
www.aerosociety.com/events         

12-16 October • IAF – Iac 2015 – 66th International astronautical congress - Jerusalem (Israel) – congress centre
www.iac2015.org/   

13-14 October • Aviation Week – Mro europe 2015 conference and exhibition – london (uK) – excel london
www.mroeurope.aviationweek.com/euro15/public/ 

20-23 October • EC – AERODAYS 2015 – “aviation in europe – Innovating for Growth” : the 7th edition of the
aeronautics days, the flagship event in europe for aviation r&td - london (uK) 
www.adsfarnborough.co.uk/aerodays-2015/  www.aerodays2015.com

23 October • RAeS – Greener by design conference – london (uK) - raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events    

11-12 November • RAeS – flight simulation conference – london (uK) - raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events

25-27 November • ASTech – 1st Metallic Materials and Processes Industrial challenges – deauville (france) –
www.pole-astech.org 

YEAR 2015
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AMONG UPCOMING AEROSPACE EVENTS

the ceas and asd have created an innovative tool so-
called “cPMIs” (conference Programming Management
Information system), the aim of which is to facilitate the
search of the different aerospace events in the world that
are programmed at short and mid-term time horizon, and
so allowing to optimise the scheduling of future events
by avoiding possible overlapping and redundancies, but
on the contrary to encourage co-operations and syner-
gies between the actors concerned. Its role is therefore
double: information on the one hand, conference pro-
gramming enabler on the other. 
the address Is: http://www.aerospace-events.eu

a search engine selects the events according to specific
topics and key words. a graphic display (day, week and
months view) eases the access and the view.
• 4 tYPes: conference, workshop, lecture, air show 
• 6 MaIn cateGorIes: aeronautical sciences -

aerospace (for events including all aspects of aviation
and space) – civil aviation – air power – space –
students and Young Professionals.

• 64 suB – cateGorIes: aeroacoustics – aeroelasticity
– aerodynamics, etc.

AUTOMATIC INSERTION OF NEW EVENTS BY THE
ORGANISERS THEMSELVES:

• Go to http://www.aerospace-events.eu
• click on the “introduction” text
• redirected on the new event form, you have to

click on this form and to enter your event related
information, validate, click on save and send.

CONTACTS: 
postmaster@aerospace-events.eu is the general address
for any question and requests;
– Marc de champs, responsible for the cPMIs compu-

terized tool management at asd (aerospace and
defence industry associations of europe):
marc.dechamps@asd.europe.org

– Jean-Pierre sanfourche, ceas, responsible for the
events calendar permanent updating and validation:
jpsanfourche@dbmail.com

THE CEAS/ASD AERO-
SPACE EVENTS CALENDAR
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